
Speakers Bureau Civic Engagement Program
Engaging Washingtonians in history and democratic ideals

Budget request: $275,000 (FY 23-25)

 

 

 

Community need:

All Washingtonians need and deserve access to fact-based, balanced
information and resources to thrive—not only as students and members
of the workforce, but also as human beings, parents or grandparents,
and members of a healthy democracy. However, these resources are
becoming fewer and farther between, and access to these programs are
not equitably distributed.

Humanities Washington's Speakers Bureau:

· Presents audiences with new ideas and perspectives on
current/emerging issues facing communities.
· Increases access to programming in underserved and
rural communities.
· Increases opportunities to connect with varied points of view.
· Grows and diversifies audiences of and increases collaboration
between community organizations.
· Removes barriers to community participation with free, high-quality
programs and travel assistance.

How it works:

Any school, community group, cultural organization, or
nonprofit can book a Speakers Bureau presentation. We also
encourage hosts to book multiple presentations which
enables communities to look at a range of issues and
perspectives. 

All events are free and open to the public.
Programs provide important access to our state’s history
and diverse cultural heritage and include such topic
areas as state and national history, racial/ethnic history and
culture, civil and human rights, and democracy and
politics. Funds are used to provide speakers with a modest
stipend and to help cover some travel costs.

Increase speaker stipends for the first time since 2007 (120 presentations @ $1300/each)
Increase travel stipends to account for inflation and better serve remote areas (60 presentations @ $750/each)
Offer accessibility enhancements such as ASL interpreters, closed captioning (50 presentations @ $1000/each)
Implement DEI and conflict training for speakers ($25,000).

Humanities Washington seeks ongoing funding to maintain and make equity and access updates to its Speakers
Bureau program. Specifically, we ask that the legislature appropriate $275,000 to:



Anacortes
Arlington
Auburn
Bainbridge Island
Bellevue
Bellingham
Bothell
Bremerton
Burien
Burlington
Camas
Cathlamet
Clarkston
Concrete
Dayton
Des Moines
Edmonds
Ellensburg
Everett
Federal Way
Freeland

Cities served by Speakers Bureau 2021-2023* Select Speakers Bureau talks

Gig Harbor
Graham
Hoquiam
Ilwaco
Issaquah
Kelso
Kennewick
Kent
La Conner
Lacey
Lake Forest Park
Lake Stevens
Lakewood
Langley
Longview
Loon Lake
Lynnwood
Marysville
Mercer Island
Metaline Falls
Mill Creek

Morton
Moses Lake
Mountlake Terrace
Newcastle
Newport
Okanogan
Olympia
Pasco
Peshastin
Pomeroy
Port Angeles
Port Townsend
Pullman
Puyallup
Redmond
Richland
Rochester
Seattle
Sedro-Woolley
Shelton
Snohomish

Diamonds in the Rough: The Gentrification of Rural
Washington

One Second of Hate: A Story of Forgiveness

All the Rage: How American Politics Boiled Over

American Democracy's Indigenous Roots and Future

Atomic Washington: Our Nuclear Past, Present, and
Future

Understanding Israel

Life After Prison: The Prison-to-School Pipeline

How Latina/Latino Representation Can Improve
Democracy

After the Blast: Mount St. Helens 40 Years Later

“As Education Director, I have been

delighted by the quality and diversity of the

Speaker's Bureau program. We are very

grateful to Humanities Washington for

making these talks affordable for us to host

so that we can invite the public to attend

free of charge."

“As qualified presenters become more

expensive, it is harder for libraries to afford

them. Speakers Bureau bridges the gap

between libraries and private

organizations and makes educational

programming equitable for all.”

Held 337 presentations and served 10,138 individuals,
Developed programs and supplementary educational Resources
focused on the democratic process,
Offered communities the flexibility of in-person or online
programs, providing tech subsidies and technical assistance to
partners,
Leveraged 2:1 in additional federal and private funding.

Speakers Bureau highlights 2021-2023

With $150,000 appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium, Humanities
Washington:

Statewide commitment to equity

Two primary goals of Speakers Bureau are to increase geographic
and racial access to programs. Speakers are chosen for their
expertise and ability to highlight unique voices and experiences,
generate greater understanding for diverse perspectives and drive
progress towards a more equitable Washington.

Spanaway
Spokane
Stanwood
Steilacoom
Tacoma
Tenino
Tieton
Tonasket
Tumwater
Vancouver
Vashon
Walla Walla
Wenatchee
Westport
Winthrop
Woodinville

*A list of those not yet served is available in Excel format

 

https://www.humanities.org/speaker/maria-chavez/
https://www.humanities.org/speaker/eric-wagner/

